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MERLE'S MIND
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I just returned from an epic trip to Costa Rica in celebration of my 65th loop around the sun.  It was a 
really great trip, but I want to warn those of you who may not have traveled internationally since Covid 
about some possible complications. There were four of us traveling, some of the guys were from Tampa 
and some were from other places.  We booked our original flights around 6 months ago when Costa Rica 
was still closed to US travellers.  The airlines still offered many flight options and the prices were excep-
tionally low, everything seemed good.  

Fortunately for us, Costa Rica reopened to tourists from 
Florida on October 15th and then to the rest of the country 
on November 1st, so it appeared that we would soon be on 
our way.  That is when the trouble started.  American Airlines 
rebooked all of our tickets on to other flights.  I can only assume 
that they were cancelling some flights and moving customers to the others 
because the number of travellers did not justify the number of flights.  This really would not have mat-
tered, were it not for the fact that we needed to arrive in San Jose early in the afternoon in order to catch 
a connecting flight to the resort.  If we did not get there early enough, we would have to spend the night 
in San Jose, which we really preferred not to do.  As a result of this, each of us spent hours on the phone 
rebooking flights that would better meet our needs.

After successfully getting everything rebooked, then two of my group had to cancel, one as a result of a 
health issue and one as a result of concerns about Covid.  Two new members were added to the group 
and they got their tickets successfully booked, so once again, we were ready to go.

About two weeks before our planned departure, the US threw us a final curve.  A new travel requirement, 
which took effect on the 26th (the day that we were scheduled to return) called for Covid testing of all 
passengers on international flights entering the US.  Travelers had to have a negative test within 72 hours 
of their return to the US.  While this may appear to be a reasonable requirement, Costa Rica and a num-
ber of other countries were not well prepared to meet it.  There was no possible way to be tested where 
we were staying and even if we had found a place to be tested, there were no guarantees that the results 
could be obtained quickly enough to allow our departure.  If we kept our plans as scheduled, there was a 
very real chance that we would not be allowed to return to the US.  

Ultimately, we decided to reschedule all of our plans to allow us to arrive in Costa Rica a day earlier and 
depart on the 25th, before the new requirement took effect.  It took me half of a day to get everyone’s 
flights rebooked this time, because there were many other travelers doing the same thing. In the end we 
made it there and back and we had a great time.  The only glitch was that one of my buddies did not get 
the First Class seats on the return flights, that he paid for.   

The good news is that we generally felt safe and comfortable while traveling.  Normal flights are running 
far below capacity so there is a lot of room and most airports aren’t very crowded.  Crocodile Bay had ex-
tremely low occupancy and their staff and guests all did a good job of masking up when it was appropri-
ate.  The Costa Ricans even generally seemed to do a better job wearing their masks properly over mouth 
and nose, unlike quite a few idiots that I see here in Florida who think their mask is a chin guard or that 
your nose doesn’t count as a bodily orfice.  

While I have significantly reduced the amount of travel that I do as a result of Covid, I think that you can 
safely travel, if you take reasonable precautions, but be prepared for complications and keep a close eye 
on travel advisories that may affect your trip.  

Flip the Bird was quite annoyed that she did not get to go on the trip, but she was relieved when I re-
turned safely, although she had to act mad for a little while to teach me a lesson. 

Merle & Flip the Bird

TRAVEL TROUBLE
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ON THE COVER: Brian Strickland with a "stud" 14-pound, 27.5-inch 
Mangrove Snapper caught on a flatline with a Stinger Rig while floating a 

dead Sardine. Read more about this adventure on page 12 of this issue!
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www.BoatandMotorSuperstores.com for more information!
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FISHING

FEBRUARY TIPS & TACTICS
by Captain John Rivers

February is kind of like two 
months in one, because 
at the start of the month 

you're usually fishing in deep 
water, because it's been cold in 
January and the water is usu-
ally still very cold and it takes a 
couple of weeks to warm up.  As 
the month progresses, it tends 
to get warmer and then the fish 
move into the shallows and it's 
when our spring season starts. 

 The last two weeks of January 
and the first two weeks of Febru-
ary, we’re sheepshead fishing 
and the bite is usually very good.  
Snook fishing can be tricky in 
February, because you just don't 
know if February is going to be 
a cold month or warm month; if 
it's warm, the snook fishing will 
be very good like it was in 2019, 
but if it's cold, then it will be 
much slower.  
 
Back to sheepshead fish-
ing, which has been outstand-
ing.  I like using a 1/8 oz jig 
to a 1/4oz jig or a live bait 
on a J hook – such as 
a Gamakatsu #2 hook, 
#220409.  When using 
just the J hook, I’ll use a 
small lead split shot and 
the strength of the current 
determines how heavy a 
split shot I’ll use.  My 

leader is usually 20 
lbs, but sometimes I’ll 
step it down to 15 lbs.  
Sheepshead will be on 
deep rock piles, jet-
ties, bridges and docks.  

Baits that I like to 
use for Sheeps-

head are live 
or fresh dead 
shrimp, fid-
dler crabs 
and sand 
fleas.  

Now to talk Speckled Trout for 
a minute; if it's cold again in 
February, I'll definitely be speck-
led trout fishing.  When I Speck 
fish, I almost always use artificial 
baits.  I will usually start out with 
a ZMan TroutTrick rigged on an 
1/8oz jig head or ¼ oz jig head, 
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depending upon how deep of water I’m fishing.  
I also like to have a 17MR MirrOlure tied-on, as well
as, a Heddon Spook topwater bait.

Finally, you don’t need to start out 
early in the morning in February to go 
fishing.  I usually hit the water around 
10am if it’s chilly out and 8am if it’s 
been a bit warmer.  I like to let the water 
warm up a bit when fishing in February, 
plus then I can have that second cup  
of coffee.

Remember to watch the tides, as you 
must have moving water.  If you don’t 
have good water flow, eat a sandwich 
till the tides starts moving, then go 
catch’em up! 

Captain John Rivers operates Rivers To 
Bay Fishing Charters out of the Tampa 
Bay area. With 18 years experience and 
over 40 years of fishing knowledge, he 
can assure you a professional, fun fish-
ing adventure. Please visit www.tam-

pabayinshoreguides.com, email him at: captjohnriv-
ers@gmail.com or call 727-313-1781 for more info.
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FISHING

UNFAMILIAR TERRITORY
by Tom Mohrbach

Like many of you, I love out-
door activities. Fishing, hunt-
ing and hiking are among 

my favorite things to do, unfor-
tunately, I do not excel at any of 
them, but that does not diminish 
my love and pursuit of all things 
outdoors. 

My wife, Cindy and I moved to 
this beautiful sun-drenched state 
five years ago after residing in the 
Great Lake State of Michigan for 
the past fifty-plus years.  We have 
not regretted our decision, espe-
cially during the winter months!

I am still attempting to learn the 
nuances of salt-water fishing.  My 
prior targets were Northern Pike, 
Small and Largemouth Bass and, 
of course, Lake Erie Perch and 
Walleye.  The many varied spe-
cies in the Tampa Bay area waters 
leave me bewildered and some-
times even a bit frightened about 
what is on the end of my line. 
One of the first fish I caught 
was a strange-looking thing that 
promptly inflated itself to three 

times its size and made a weird 
croaking noise as I attempted to 
remove the hook from its mouth!  
I never had a fish talk back to me 
before, it was unsettling. 

On my first-ever charter boat trip 
out of Tarpon Springs, I caught an 
octopus.  As I hauled it over the 
side of the boat, it promptly let 
go of the line and plopped down 
onto the deck with a splat.  The 
creature then started to weirdly 
crawl across the floor towards 
the edge seeking freedom.  In a 
flash of bravery and stupidity, I 
grabbed the leviathan.  It quickly 
started to encircle my forearm 
with several of its sticky and 
slimed appendages.  I’m certain 
my imitation of a pre-teen girl-
scream was heard on the Tarpon 
shore miles away. 

A few weeks later, while fishing 
from the beach at Anclote Park, 
something started to tug aggres-
sively on my line.  I set the hook 
and was rewarded with what felt 
like I was hauling in a sideways 

Frisbee; eventually, I 
beached a stingray.  Now, 
what was I supposed to 
do?  I sure as heck didn’t 
want to end up like the 
Crocodile Hunter.  Fortu-
nately, the ray flipped and 
flapped itself free from 
my hook and slithered 
back into the water. 

On a trip to Pensacola 
last year to visit my niece, 
I hooked a small shark 
while beach fishing. It 
wasn’t exactly Jaws, but 
still.  When we eventually 
made it to the pier, I was 
shocked at the number of 

sharks cruising within close prox-
imity to the swimmers.  Yup, you 
guessed it, no swimming for me 
on that trip, except at the pool.   

I did not have to worry about 
strange sea creatures while fish-
ing the many fresh-water lakes of 
Michigan. I suppose after all the 
weird encounters with salt-water 
fishing, it was natural for me to 
migrate to the many fresh-water 
ponds in the area, after all, it was 
what I’m used to, and besides, I 
wouldn’t be catching any weird 
fish that could impale me or take 
a chunk of my hand off.  I was on 
familiar territory.  

I found myself at the grassy edge 
of a splendid looking pond, not 
far from my New Port Richey 
residence on a beautiful sunny 
morning.  I could see fish surfac-
ing and promptly hooked a small 
bass on a spinnerbait.  Finally, 
normal fish.  I was patting my-
self on the back for finding such 
a splendid “safe” place to fish 
when I spotted a large log on the 
bank not too far to my left.  The 
log suddenly moved.  It was an 
alligator!  I did the only rational 
thing a Midwesterner would do, I 
ran. Fast! Once inside the safety 
of my SUV, I chuckled at how I 
surely overreacted.  This was over 
two years ago. I suspect someone 
has discovered my fishing rod 
and tackle box since then.    

Tom is a retired police officer. 
Since his retirement he has 
published three novels. His latest, 
"Northern Nightmare", was just 
released. All of his books are 
available on Amazon. See his 
website: tommohrbach.com for 
additional information.
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FISHING

MAD FOR MANGROVES
by Misty Wells

Just because it might be 
cooler weather outside does 
not mean you can’t have a 

stellar day offshore fishing.  This 
time of year is a great time to tar-
get Mangrove Snapper and other 
species offshore to fill up your fish 
box.  With the weather starting to 
get postcard perfect, I reached out 
to “Legendary Adventures Char-
ter Co.” based out of Clearwater 
Beach, FL to book a trip.  
 
My son Brennan was in town from 
his station in the US Coast Guard 
about to be shipped off to Kodiak, 
Alaska and said, “before I leave, I 
just want one more fishing trip in 
the Gulf of Mexico”.  Now I don’t 
know if you are familiar with this 
Charter Company, but they have 
the fastest fleet of charter boats 
in Clearwater, they have 2 boats 
to choose from a 43 ft. Sportfish 
or the 36 ft. Yellowfin.  I wanted to 
get there fast, so we booked the 
36 ft. Yellowfin with triple 300’s 
and headed offshore to the  
promised land.  

Captain Tommy 
Laronge aka "Snap-
per Lips" took the 
helm and I settled 
in my beanbag 
chair as we 
headed offshore, 
running about 

80 miles. Our 
target species 
of the day was 
Mangrove Snap-
per. They are 
open year-round 
and have a 
minimum size of 
12 inches long, 
but fishing with 
Captain Tommy 
that’s never a 
problem.   
 
KEY TIP: An-
glers don’t for-
get, Mangroves 
are part of your 
Snapper aggregate bag limit of 10 
per person per day.  These snap-
per occur in subtropical, tropical 
and warm waters from Bermuda 
to Brazil and throughout the Gulf 
of Mexico and in the Caribbean.  
They start to spawn in the warm 
summer months and spend their 
juvenile lives growing up in the 
estuaries, shallow reefs, and sea-
grass beds.  Once they begin to 
grow, they will move offshore and 
find a new home on the reef’s or 
bottom structure along with other 
species like the Red and Gag 
Grouper.    

These Mangroves can be a 
little “hook shy”, 

so I want 
to break 
it down 
for you 

on how 
to “get 

em going”.  
To get the bite 

started, I use 
my 4/0 Penn with 

50-pound test line 
with a 3 foot leader 

using 40-pound test fluorocarbon 
and a 5/0 circle hook baited with 
half of a sardine.  Usually, the 
smaller Mangroves start to bite 
right away, but don’t throw them 
in the box just yet, the big one’s 
are coming.  Once the Snapper 
bite get started, then its time to 
start with some lighter tackle on 
spinning rods.  I thought this was 
a great chance to break in my 
new Penn Battle III 7 ft. medium 
action rod with the Battle III 4000 
Spinning reel.  This is a new reli-
able and affordable series that 
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Penn has come out with and I love fishing with it. A 
medium action spinning rod is ideal, because you 
must keep in mind that other species like Pompano, 
Kings and Jacks will also be in the same area.  My 
set up for my Penn is 30 pound test braid with a a 6 
to 8 ft. leader of 30 pound test fluorocarbon with a ½ 
or ¼ oz. white or green jig head, depending on the 
current.  Once your bottom fish get warmed up, start 
chumming with small chucks of sardines to bring the 
fish up to the surface, trust me, “chum it and they 
will come”.  Grab your spinning and rod bait it with 
a ½ sardine and slowly let your bait naturally drift 
within the chum in the water column.  

KEY TIP: Open your spool, 
slowly pull off line and do 
not ever let your bait stop 
falling; go with the flow.  
The Mangrove Snapper bite 
goes some thing like this, 
“tap, tap, tap, bite”.  The 
fish are going to play with 
it a bit before making the 
commitment to the hook.  
Be ready to close the spool 
when they take it and be 

sure not to have too much slack in the line, or you 
will miss the bite.  Don’t forget to put your flatline 
out, because that big 14-pound 27.5-inch Mangrove 
Snapper picture on this months cover was caught 
on a flatline set up with a Stinger Rig while floating 
a dead Sardine, by my buddy Brian Strickland.  I am 
not going to lie, that is the biggest Mangrove Snap-
per I have ever seen on a trip and yes I am jealous.  

As you can see from the pictures fishing with Capt. 
Tommy Laronge on Legendary Adventure Charters, 

we caught and released a wide variety of species 
that day ranging from Dan’s monster Gag Grouper, 
Brennan’s awesome Amberjack and my really nice 
18 lbs. American Red Snapper and of course Brian’s 
Trophy Mangrove Snapper.  No matter the season 
in Florida, the bite is usually hot even if the weather 
is not and that is why we are the “Fishing Capital of 
the World”.  I hope this article gave you some use-
ful tips on Mangrove Snapper fishing and will help 
you fill the Fish Box on your next trip.  If you are 
planning a trip to Clearwater, FL and want to have a 
legendary fishing experience, reach out to Legend-
ary Adventures, tell them Misty sent you! Tight Lines 
& until next time.  Visit www.legendchatersllc.com 
or call 877.740.0825. 

Misty Wells host of “Let’s Take It Outside” TV show 
airing on Fox Sports, World Fishing Network, Hunt 
Channel & MOTV, Bass Pro-Outdoor Pro & Outdoor 
& FOWA & Travel Writer. Founder of “A Reel Fu-
ture” a non-profit organization devoted to teaching 
conservation & the passion of fishing to foster kids.  
Visit www.mistywells.com for more information.
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Conversions for Clearwater Beach Area
High Low
-0:02 -0:10 Dunedin, St. Joseph Sound
-0:05 -0:15 Anclote Key, South End
+0:42 +0:42 Tarpon Springs, Anclote River
-0:07 -0:03 North Anclote Key
+0:41 +0:39 Old Port Tampa
+0:33 +0:53 Gulf Harbors
+0:42 +1:05 Hwy 19 Bridge, Pithlachascotee River
+0:50 +1:35 New Port Richey, Pithlachascotee River
+0:36 +0:43 Hudson, Hudson Creek

Conversions for St. Marks River Area
High Low
+0:23 +1:18 Everglades City
-1:17 -1:03 Cape Romano
-1:04 -1:08 Marco Island
-1:59 -2:04 Naples
-0:46 -0:09 Indian Bay
-0:59 -0:42 Bayport
-0:25 +0:23 Withlacoochee River
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TIDE CHECK

Conversions are based off of the St. Petersburg Pier. They are published strictly for reference and 
are not designed for navigational aid. Onshore-Offshore assumes no responsibility for their accuracy.



Conversions for Tampa Bay Area 
High Low

+0:49 +0:58 Gandy Bridge

+1:38 +1:55 Courtney Campbell Cswy.

+1:38 +1:55 Safety Harbor 

+0:20 +0:22 Ballast Point

+0:07 +0:26 Hillsborough Bay

+0:21 +0:29 McKay Bay Entrance

+0:41 +0:39 Old Port Tampa

-2:27 -2:24 Egmont Key

-2:53 -2:46 Anna Maria, Bradenton Bch

-2:10 -2:19 Anna Maria, City Pier

-1:24 -0:55 Bradenton, Manatee River

-0:30 +0:14 Redfish Pt., Manatee River

-2:22 -1:58 Mullet Key Channel, Skyway

+0:08 +0:17 Shell Point

-0:22 -0:29 Point Pinellas

-1:34 -1:30 Pass-a-Grille Beach

-1:32 -1:05 Gulfport

-1:18 -0:44 St. Pete Beach Causeway

-2:14 -2:04 John’s Pass

-1:40 -1:18 Madeira Beach Causeway

-2:00 -1:25 Cortez, Sarasota Bay

-1:38 -0:58 Sarasota Bay

-2:02 -1:38 Venice Inlet

-0:57 -0:40 Englewood, Lemon Bay

-1:27 -0:59 Placida, Gasparilla Sound

+1:38 +1:56 El Jobean, Myakka River

+1:52 +2:30 Shell Point, Peace River

+1:06 +1:27 Punta Gorda, Charlotte Hbr.

-1:12 -1:56 Boca Grande, Charlotte Hbr.

-0:19 +0:26 Pineland, Pine Island

+0:43 +1:28 Matlacha Pass

-0:55 -1:14 Redfish Pass, Captiva Is.

-0:46 -0:20 Captiva, Pine Island Sound

-2:20 -2:28 Captiva, Gulf Side

-0:25 +0:16 Galt Isle, Pine Island Sound

-0:30 -0:44 St. James City, Pine Island

+2:08 +2:44 Fort Myers

+1:15 +2:02 Cape Coral Bridge

+1:08 +1:40 Iona Shores

+0:51 +0:42 Indian Rocks Beach, ICW
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On January 15, I completed 65 relatively eventful trips 
around the sun and I felt the need for an epic adven-
ture to properly commemorate the occasion, instead 

of simply signing up for Medicare and sailing quietly into the 
sunset.  After looking back over a lifetime of travels, it was not 

hard for me to decide where I had to go, but I had no idea how dif-
ficult actually doing it in today’s world was going to be.

Crocodile Bay Resort, located on the beautiful and exceptionally ecologically 
diverse Osa Peninsula in Costa Rica simply had to be the destination. There is 
no other place on earth where I'd rather be for such a momentous occasion.  

Once the destination was chosen, the next step was choosing appropriate 
companions for my quest.  This was to be a quest, not only to check off some 
fish from my bucket list, but also to recapture some fond memories and prove 
that the old chubby guy can still find adventure in the great outdoors.  This 
called for a very select group of old and dear friends who would not only ap-
preciate the shared experience but also each contribute, in their own unique 
way, to making the communal experience greater than the sum of its parts.  
The selection of those who were to be my Partners in Crime was the first 
place where our current reality reared its ugly head.  One of my initial crew 
had to drop out as a result of health issues (sadly we are all in our 60’s 
so it happens) and another dropped out as a result of 
concerns about Covid.  At this point, I considered just 
cancelling the whole thing, but ultimately other dear 
friends were willing to step in and the trip was saved. 
The final crew included Lex Salisbury, Marty Cohen and 
Mike Henderson and they all turned out to be most 
excellent traveling companions.  For more information 
on the trials and tribulations involved in actually flying 
there and back, see the sidebar article titled “Covid 
Travel Trouble”.

So, after a long hard day of travel, the Adventurers 
arrived at Crocodile Bay around 4:00 pm. on January 



20th.  We settled into our comfortable 
rooms, grabbed some chilled adult 
beverages and jumped in the wonder-
ful pool to chill until time for dinner.  It 
quickly became apparent that, other 
than our group, there was only one 
other guest at the lodge, so we really 
had the place to ourselves.  While we 
were there, two or three small family 
groups arrived, but there was definite-
ly no crowding.  After an outstanding 
dinner, we retired to the rooms to try 
to get some sleep before our 5:30 am 
wake-up call to prepare for the first 
day of fishing.  Sleep was a bit hard to 
come by, as visions of Marlin and Sail-
fish danced in our heads.  It was truly 
an amazing transformation to watch 
four "old farts" who were turned into 
little boys by the prospect of an excit-
ing day of fishing on the beautiful 
emerald blue waters of the Pacific.

Morning dawned way too damn early, 
especially for me, but I did not have to 
fight the urge to roll over and go back 
to sleep.  We all jumped up and out 
for a good breakfast and were ready 
to board our boat at 6:30 as we had 
been directed.  Our chosen craft was 
a beautiful 33’ Strike propelled by a 
big single diesel engine and expertly 
operated by Captain Herman and his 
trusted mate, Luis.

The boat was perfect for the four 
of us, and the crew.  There was lots 
of room to move around, plenty of 
shelter from the rays of the tropical 
sun and everything needed to insure 
that we had the best possible chance 
of success.  It took a little over an 
hour to run out to the area where we 
would fish.  Crocodile Bay is located 
in Puerto Jimenez, which is located 
on the inside of the Osa Peninsula.  
This provides a beautiful sheltered 
location, but it also means a slightly 
longer run to reach the pelagic fish in 
the Pacific.  

Once we reached the area most likely 
to be populated by sailfish and marlin, 
Luis set to work rigging the lines and 
getting our spread out behind the 
boat.  He and Captain Herman work 
as a well-oiled machine to quickly and 
efficiently set up a spread that any 
pelagic fish would be unable to resist.  
Within the first 10 minutes of trolling, 
a sail appeared in our spread and took 
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one of the baits.  Marty took the rod 
and began his battle with a beauti-
ful Pacific Sailfish.  After several 
minutes the beast was spent (the 
fish, not Marty) and Luis helped 
bring it alongside so we could 
safely get a few victory photos 
before setting the great fish free to 
fight another day.  Marty also survived 
and was unharmed by the struggle.  
We were sure that this was to be the 

beginning of an exceptional 
day filled with epic battles.  

One of my goals for the trip 
was to check Marlin off of 
my fishing bucket list, so I 
held back and let the other 
guys tackle the sails that we 
encountered.  Finally a Mar-
lin did enter our spread, but, 
unfortunately, it did not get 
hooked, so I was skunked, 
but I did not care, the day 
was just perfect just as it was.  
Several more sails entered 
the spread and Mike got his 

chance to hook up 
with a nice eight 
footer.  After an 
epic battle, the 
fish was brought 
alongside for 
some quick pics 
and then quickly 
released in good 
condition.  Our 
day on the wa-
ter ended with 2 
sailfish boated, 
6 raised and one 

marlin raised.  We returned to the 
resort tired, but very happy.

At Crocodile Bay, the fishing starts 
early in the morning at 6:30, and 
they try to get you back to the dock 
by around 3:00 pm.  This works out 
well, as you have time to cool off and 
enjoy some chilled adult beverages in 
the pool after a hard day of catching, 
before it is time for an excellent dinner 
prepared by the Chef.

Stay tuned in March to hear about 
our second day fishing inshore for 
Roosterfish and more; it was epic! 
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When I set out to pick a place to celebrate my 65th birthday with a few 
dear friends, Crocodile Bay was the first place to come to mind.  Croco-
dile Bay is one of those special places loaded with positive energy where 
everything just seems right.  I had been there several times before for 
the great fishing and I wanted to relive some of those great times as well 
as introducing a few dear friends to the place that I loved.The resort is 
located on the beautiful Osa Peninsula in Costa Rica in the small town 
of Puerto Jimenez.  The Osa Peninsula contains Central America’s larg-
est swath of intact lowland rainforest and it is home to an estimated 
250,000 different living species. Crocodile Bay also boasts the largest 
professional sport fishing team in Central America with in-house cap-
tains and mates able to cater to all skill levels.  Their fleet is comprised 
of 33 and 35-foot Strike Tower boats and they also have 24 and 25 
foot Boston Whaler Outrages.  All of the boats have the ability to fish 
either offshore or inshore because of the generally calm sea conditions.

Fishing at Crocodile Bay Resort, Costa Rica is world-class with catch and release 
Bill Fishing in the Pacific Ocean for Sailfish, Striped, Blue and Black Marlin, 
Dorado, Tuna and Wahoo.  The excellent inshore fishing includes species like the 
magnificent Roosterfish, Jack, huge Snapper and many more. They provide a 
variety of Costa Rica fishing options such as; live bait, trolling, casting, and fly-
fishing inshore and offshore.  Crocodile Bay Resort fishing includes all fishing li-
censes, lunch, drinks (beer and soft drinks), PENN 
and other high-end gear, live bait, and bilingual 
crew who have a vast knowledge of the area.

The accommodations are perfect with comfortable beds, modern amenities, great 
wireless service, air conditioning and much more.  Cleanliness is a high priority, 
especially in this day of Covid concerns.  We never felt in the least uncomfortable 
as staff was always wearing their masks properly and everything in the resort is 
kept absolutely spotless.

While their facilities are outstanding, it is really the people who make the resort 
something truly special.  Without exception the staff was courteous, friendly, helpful and just plain HAPPY, all 
of the time.  While I hate to mention individuals (I’m afraid of leaving someone out), there are just some staff 
members who stand out so much that I would be remiss to not mention them by name.  The Guest Relations 
Manager, Olympia, is a most amazing woman.  If Mr. Rodgers and Minnie Mouse had a love child, it would be 
Olympia.  She loves everyone and she calls all of the guests her babies.  She even comes around to every table 
at dinner time to sing her own little love songs to the guests.  She really makes you feel welcome and I’m certain 
that she deals with any guest issues with the same fantastic attitude, not that there ever were any issues.  The 
fishing staff is also most excellent.  Our Captain, Herman and his mate Luis worked extremely hard for us all day 
while we were fishing.  They are skilled professionals who know how to put fish in the boat and they show great 
pride in their work and they keep the boat and equipment in perfect operating order and spotless.  The eco-tour 
guides Dennis and Diego were both the most knowledgeable and helpful guides that I have ever come across in 
my travels.  They have an uncanny ability to spot animals that most people would never see.  We learned a lot 
and, more importantly, just had a wonderful time for every minute we were with them.  Dennis even took us to his 
Grandfather’s house where we were served an assortment of local beverages and fruits.

The best thing about Crocodile Bay is that the resort, the people and the experiences that you have there are 
REAL.  The highest praise that I can think of to offer them is that, In a world filled with imitations, Crocodile Bay is 
the real thing.  The resort is filled with lush tropical vegetation that attracts an array of fantastic birds and wildlife.  
We saw many exotic species when just taking a short walk around the resort.  

I would highly recommend Crocodile Bay to anyone who has a milestone birthday to celebrate in epic fashion, 
or anyone who just needs a great get away.  They have been hit hard by Covid travel restrictions and are offering 
some fantastic specials right now to attract more guests.  The fish have been waiting and they are ready to bite!

Go to www.crocodilebay.com to check them out.

CROCODILE BAY RESORT
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FISHING

TOURNAMENT TIME; SAVE THE DATE! 
by Misty Wells

All over Florida on both 
coasts, there are a ton of 
amazing fishing tourna-

ments happening this year.  Some 
of these Tournaments are long 
standing traditions and some 
are brand new.  They offer com-
petitive fishing for species from 
Marlin to Tarpon and everything 
in between.  Let’s start close to my 
hometown with the 1st Annual 
Suncoast Ladies Classic being 
hosted on Mothers Day weekend 
in St. Peterburg, Florida.   
 
It’s about time that someone 
has put together a “Real” Ladies 
Tournament where we are not 
just competing for small pieces of 
jewelry and a crummy trophy, they 
are putting up some real money.  
We will be competing for over 
$45,000 in cash and prizes and 
fishing for several species of fish 
ranging from Grouper, Sailfish, 

Tuna, Snapper, Cobia, Wahoo, and 
Mahi.  The entry fee is only $350 
per boat and if you need a team 
or a captain to fish with, they help 
take care of that as well.  They will 
have a “Meet a Captain” meeting 
on April 29th where you can pair 
up on teams and you can meet 
your captain.  Erika Almond, the 
Tournament Director said, “I am 
so happy to be leading the charge 

to a real Women’s Tournament 
and helping women who may not 
otherwise be able to fish in Tour-
naments to get involved”.  Erika 
also said, “I choose Mother’s Day 
weekend because we are all moth-
ers of some sort, so we should be 
catching the Mother of all Fish”.  
I am here to tell you, gone are 
the days of fishing for Gold, we 
are now taking charge and fish-
ing for some real money.  To get 
the entire lowdown go to www.
suncoastladiesclassic.com. Regis-
tration starts on March 1st. Ladies, 
I am fishing it! Are you? 

May 14th at 7 am, I will be saddled 
up and ready to “Bow to the Silver 
King” in the 9th Annual “Ding” 
Darling-Doc Ford’s Tarpon Tourna-
ment in Ft. Meyers, Florida.  This 
tournament is especially important 
and popular and the proceeds 
from this event go to support 
the JN “Ding” Darling National 
Wildlife Refuge in Sanibel, Florida.  
This is one of the most exclusive 
tournaments in Florida as there 
are only 50 Team spots and they 
fill up within 2 minutes when they 
open registration.  In 2019, 88 Tar-
pon were caught and released and 
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we raised over $125k for the Refuge.  The payout in this 
tournament is a 100%, but it is not just the money, we 
are all after, it is the “custom one of a kind” Pink Jacket 
that everyone covets, thanks to Marty who is the owner 
of “Doc Fords”.  This tournament is to help celebrate the 
first tarpon caught on rod-and-reel in 1885 in Tarpon Bay, 
now part of the JN “Ding” Darling National Wildlife Ref-
uge.  If you have ever bent a rod on a tarpon, you know 
the thrill of the catch for this species.  For more info on 
visiting the refuge and being part of the tournament go 
to www.dingdarlingsociety.org.

Another tournament that is a long-standing tradition 
in Florida is “The Key West Marlin Tournament”, it has 
been an annual tradition since 1982 when the tourna-
ment first began.  True to Key West tradition, the party 
never ends, because this Tournament takes place during 
the historic Hemmingway Days in Key West.  The tour-
nament starts with a legendary Captains party on July 
21st and is then followed by 3 days of fishing in the Keys 
ending on July -24th.  Don’t let the name fool you, we are 
catching a lot more than just Marlin, so you really need 
to bring your “A” game.  How this tournament works is 
you earn points for the catch & release fish, Marlin and 
Sailfish and earn points per pound at weigh-in for spe-
cies like Dolphin, Wahoo and Tuna.  The Tournament has 
a new presenting sponsor this year, Stock Island Marina 
Village, and it will be held there this year.  Teams come 
from everywhere to participate in this tournament, not 
just for the $50,000 in cash and prizes, but also the brag-
ging rights and the “glass”.  For more information go to 
www.keywestmarlin.com. 

Because I am fishing for so many species in all of these 
tournaments, I need to be prepared for anything.  You 
can never have too much fishing tackle or never too 
much information, right?  Here’s a secret I have uncov-
ered that I am going to share to give you an edge in 
these Tournaments.  My #1 tip is to get Hilton’s Real Time 
Navionics, it’s a Navionics program that gives you Sea 
Temps, Altimetry, Currents, Watercolor and more in real 
time.  If you don’t know much about this program, you 
need to look it up, I can assure you it will put you on the 
fish and also save you a lot of wasted fuel.  I will be fish-
ing all 3 of these Tournaments and I hope to see you at 
all of them. 

Misty Wells host of “Let’s Take It Outside” TV show air-
ing on Fox Sports, World Fishing Network, Hunt Channel 
& MOTV, Bass Pro-Outdoor Pro & Outdoor & FOWA & 
Travel Writer. Founder of “A Reel Future” a non-profit 
organization devoted to teaching conservation & the 
passion of fishing to foster kids.  Visit www.mistywells.
com for more information.
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FISHING

TAKE A KID FISHING
by Captain George Hastick

It is just my opinion, which 
might be slightly biased, that 
if you take a kid fishing at a 

young age, it can be one of the 
best things to ever enter their 
lives.  Fishing is way more than 
just fishing, it is a life tool.  It can 
teach you patience, respect for 
the water, appreciation of na-
ture and its wildlife, along with 
so much more.  This will trans-
fer over into a young person’s 
everyday life and affect how 
they handle themselves as they 
are maturing into young women 
and men.  It will also give them 
a great sport to occupy their free 
time and not get into the bad 
influences that young kids have 
to deal with growing up.

So what age is the 
right age?  The 
younger the 
better, but ev-
ery kid is dif-
ferent.  Usu-
ally between 
5-7 years old 
is a good age 
for most to get 
started.

This is just my preference, 
but I have taught many 
young kids to fish on 
adult size rods and 

reels with no issues, 
but you can start your 

youngster on a smaller 
lighter set up and 

let them work 
up to the adult 
stuff.

February, 
on the right 

days, is 
a good 
time 

to start a kid fishing, since this is 
the time of year where different 
species will stack up, which will 
create better action.  Especially 
because their attention span, 
at a young age, will probably 
be short.  Snook, Sheepshead, 
Ladyfish, Speckled and silver 
trout are just a few species that 
stack up this time of year.  Re-
member, you don’t have to target 
snook for a kid to have a great 
time.  Catching silver and speck-
led trout on every other cast, or 
even ladyfish, will thrill a young 
kid just starting out.  Heck the 
bait in the livewell for most kids 
is exciting.

Areas that will be holding fish 
are deep channels, flats and 

channels near the hot water 
runoffs of power plants, 

rock jetties, bridges and 
piers.  I would 

start the 
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kids on silver and speckled trout, because they 
are easy and can create a constant bite, although 
I have taught many to fish catching snook, but 
that is up to you.  The trout can be caught on 
shrimp or lures which is easy to acquire this time 
of year so that you can concentrate on fishing 
with your son or daughter and not have to worry 
about catching bait.  A 1/0 hook medium sized 
shrimp and a #4 split shot about 8 -10 inches up 
from the hook is a good set up that you can add 
weight, if needed due to current, to keep you on 
the bottom.  A 1/4oz to 3/8oz (lighter the better) 
jig head is also a good set up with shrimp or a 
Bio Bait white curly tail.  Teach them to be care-
ful when casting that no one is around, to keep 
the hook outside the boat whenever possible and 
to always put the hook on the hook keeper when 
taking a break.  No loose hooks swinging around.  
If your pole does not have a hook keeper, hook it 
into the frame of the eye not the eye itself to keep 
it in top shape.

In the deeper water you can cast the split shot set 
up and let it sit on the bottom or you can jig the 
curly tail up and down and get strikes like that.  
When vertical jigging the strike is usually on  
the sink and when you go to jig again you 
get hooked up.  If the line jumps set the hook. 
If you are using shrimp break the tail off for scent 
to attract more fish.  In closing, parents that are 
involved with their kids create memories that last 

a lifetime and fishing has been 
passed down for generations, so, 
get out there, wet a line and make 
some memories with your new 
best friend. 

Captain George Hastick of “Fish 
Hunter Fishing Charters” in St. 
Petersburg, FL has been fishing 
the waters of the Tampa Bay area 
for over 35 years and guiding 
over 20 years. All are welcome 
from novice to professional; 
Captain George will make you 
feel as if you have been fish-
ing buddies for years. So come 
aboard the Fish Hunter and have 
a great day making memories to 
last a lifetime. Please visit www.
FishTampa.com or email him: 
CaptGeorge@TampaBay.rr.com.
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FISHING

CATCHING FISH IN CHANGING TIMES 
by Captain Sergio Atanes

Depending on your home 
base, whether it’s one of 
the local boat ramps, or 

one of the marinas located inside 
Tampa Bay, plays an important 
part on where to fish. 

In the last three years, I have 
noticed a change in our weather 
patterns.  We have had more 
windy conditions, therefore, 
causing many cancelled trips and 
the need to adjust our fishing 
techniques to compensate.  If the 
weather allows us to get across 
the open waters of Tampa Bay, 
the Apollo Beach Power Plant 
would be a good location to fish.

POWER PLANT TECHNIQUES
I have two methods for fish-
ing the power plants. The first 
method is where I work my way 
as far up as I can towards the hot 
water runoff and start a slow drift 
using a light jig head with live 
medium shrimp hooked from the 
tail.  Slowly bounce the jig head 

along the bottom for flounder 
and sheepshead. The good thing 
about doing this, is that if you 
see a manatee, there is a good 
chance a cobia could be hang-
ing around it.  Please be careful 
not to cast too close to it. Let the 
cobia come to you and in most 
cases it will. 

The second method is to find a 
spot where the water tends to 
swirl and try to anchor. If you 
are lucky enough to own a troll-
ing motor with a spot lock, use 
it to keep you stationary. I like 
to use a #4 split shot about six 
inches from the hook. A 2/0 circle 
hook works great. Bite or cut the 
tail off the shrimp and thread 
the hook from the bottom up 
through the back part of the tail.  
 
A note of caution to make extra 
sure the shrimp are of medium 
size. There are some places that 
tend to have smaller size medi-
um shrimp. In this case, I recom-

mend moving up to a large 
sized shrimp.  

BEST TIMES TO FISH
My experience for the best time 
to fish has been from sunrise 
to 10 am, depending on cloud 
cover. On cloudy days you 
can stretch it a couple of extra 
hours and on bright sunny days, 
maybe less.  Once the sun’s rays 
start to warm the water, the fish 
tend to move towards the outer 
edges of the channel and even 
into deeper flats to feed and 
return at sunset.

Several things to take into con-
sideration are water temperature 
and tides.  The lower the water 
temperature, the better the bite. 
Combined with low tides you 
have the perfect ingredients for 
a successful fishing trip. The low 
winter tides, due to high pres-
sure systems, force fish into 
deeper, warmer waters for self-
preservation. This will then give 
the angler the advantage! Think 
of it as putting in a fishbowl for 
you to fish.

We have no control on the 
weather so we must make the 
best of it on our days off.  Here 
are some tips on when, where 
and how to increase your 
chances of catching fish in windy 
conditions.

AREAS TO EXPLORE 
Docks:  They make the perfect 
spot to hide from the wind 
and catch fish.  Here is what 
we have structure, depth, 
and warmer water.  The 
docks take in the sun’s rays 
and act as a radiant heater. 
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This increases the water temperature to as much as 
3 to 4 degrees higher than the surrounding water.

Sea Walls: The concrete seawalls will act as a 
heater with the help of the sun. Ever notice how 
many fish you see swimming along many seawalls 
during the winter months? It is simple. The water 
temperature tends to be 2 to 4-degrees warmer, 
thanks to the rays from the sun heating the con-
crete and creating a highway of warn water for 
them to travel through. 

Channels: Find the out of the way cuts or small 
channels used by boaters with grass or rocky 
edges.  As the tide drips with winter negative tide, 
the fish need to find refuge and warmer water.

Dredge or Bomb Holes:  Look for any area that 
has one of these, whether man made or caused 
by natural water movement.  Fort DeSoto still has 
many bomb holes from the early 50’s when the 
area was used as a bombing range.  Weedon Island 
has several nice deep holes if you take the time to 
look for them.

Rivers/Creeks:  Are all good source of warm water 
during the winter months. The decaying leaves and 
dark muddy bottom help to increase water tem-
peratures.  

PRODUCTIVE AREAS DURING WINTER MONTHS
North Part of Tampa Bay
• Double Branch
• Channel A
• Rocky Creek
• Allen’s Creek
• Big Island

Gandy Bridge South
• Radio Tower north St. Pete side of Gandy Bridge
•   Rocks on south side of St. Pete Side of the  

Gandy Bridge
•  Under Gandy Bridge look for ruble from the  

construction of the new bridge years ago.
•  Getaway Channel (water is always a several  

degrees warmer due to Power Plant out flow).
• Riviera Bay
• Rocks off Albert Whitted Airport

Downtown Tampa
• Mouth of Hillsborough River
• Docks and rocks along Harbor Island
• 22nd Street bridge McKay Bay

South Shore
• Apollo Power Plant
• Little Manatee River
• Cockroach Bay
• Bishops Harbor

ARTIFICIAL REEFS
Believe it or not, some of the 
big Snook have been caught 
during the winter months 
while fishing for Sheepshead 
and Trout using live shrimp. 
Three best reefs are Port 
Tampa, the St. Pete reef in 
front of the old Million Dollar 
Pier, Apollo Beach and Port 
Manatee reefs.

RECOMMENDED BAITS
During spring and summer 
months, white bait, green-
back, crickets whatever you 
prefer to call them are the 
best baits.  

In all my years of fishing 
Tampa Bay, I have found that 
live shrimp is the over-all 
best bait for late fall and winter fishing.  I would 
say December through early March.Fiddler crabs 
are second on my list. During the winter months, 
not only are they a favorite of sheepshead but also 
redfish, as well.

Some of the best winter fishing for me is trout, 
sheepshead and redfish which have no problem 
chumping down on a free lined live shrimp.  Let 
us not forget nighttime fishing this month for big 
trout, redfish, and sheepshead under dock lights.

If you would like more information on increasing 
your catch, please contact Capt. Sergio Atanes for 
dates on his upcoming Saltwater Fishing School. 
This is a two-day weekend event with 5-instructors 
for anglers to learn on when, where and how to 
catch more fish in Tampa Bay. 
 
Captain Sergio Atanes is host of Florida West 
Coast Fishing Report on Facebook and YouTube 
every Monday night 7-8 p.m. live. He is also host to 
Aventuras De Pesca USA on national TV and Radio 
Show. Email the captain at: atanes@msn.com, call 
813-973-7132 or visit: reelfishing.com.
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